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to reach out to the rest of the world. We
need a partnership, not only with Mexico but
with all of Latin America, 700 million people
plus, in a giant trading cooperative partner-
ship. We need that. But we also need to guar-
antee every American working family the
education and training they need, the invest-
ment in their communities they need, the se-
curity of health care that can never be taken
away, and an economic policy dedicated to
growing jobs and raising incomes and bene-
fiting the ordinary citizens of this country.
That is what we have to do.

Our economic strategy is simple, direct,
and I think correct: Put our own economic
house in order, enable our people to compete
and win in the global economy, and find
more markets for our products and services.
Just in the last 10 months the United States
Congress has enacted an historic plan that
has brought interest rates down to record
lows, kept inflation down, increased invest-
ment, permitted millions of Americans to re-
finance their homes, and created more jobs
in the private sector in the last 10 months
than in the previous 4 years. It is not nearly
enough, but it’s a darn good beginning, and
we’re glad to have it.

We must now move on to invest in edu-
cation and training and new technologies,
and helping us to win from downsizing de-
fense by converting to domestic technologies
and opening the world to those markets. We
can do it, and that’s what this meeting is all
about. So I say to you, again, you have helped
America to make history here in Seattle.

The meeting of the leaders of the Asian-
Pacific region, if we make wise decisions and
if we begin a long-term, disciplined partner-
ship for growth and opportunity, can create
jobs here and jobs across the Pacific, can
raise incomes here and give hope to people
who never had it all across the largest ocean
on the globe. We can do this. And when we
do, I hope you will always take pride in know-
ing that it began here in Washington, Ameri-
ca’s trading State, America’s model for the
future, in a town that’s been awfully good
to me and is now a wonderful example for
the entire United States.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at Boeing
Field. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Nor-
man B. Rice of Seattle, and Frank A. Shrontz,
chairman and chief executive officer, Boeing Co.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Activities in the United
Nations
November 18, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit herewith a report

of the activities of the United States Govern-
ment in the United Nations and its affiliated
agencies during the calendar year 1992. The
report is required by the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act (Public Law 264, 79th Con-
gress; 22 U.S.C. 287b).

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 18, 1993.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Message on NAFTA
to Latin American Heads of State
November 18, 1993

Following passage of the NAFTA imple-
menting legislation by the House of Rep-
resentatives on November 17 the President
sent the following message to heads of state
and government of Paraguay, Uruguay,
Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Ecuador, Ven-
ezuela, Peru, Colombia, Suriname, Guyana,
Bolivia, Costa Rica, Panama, Honduras, El
Salvador, Dominican Republic, Belize, Gua-
temala, Nicaragua, Haiti, Barbados, The Ba-
hamas, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and The Grena-
dines, St. Kitts and Nevis, Antigua and Bar-
buda, Jamaica, Dominica, Trinidad and To-
bago, and Grenada:

‘‘I am pleased to inform you that the im-
plementing legislation for the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement was passed on
November 17 by the United States House
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of Representatives. This represents the first
critical step on the road to U.S. implementa-
tion of the Agreement. I hope to win ap-
proval of the implementing legislation next
week by the United States Senate. The other
signatory parties, Canada and Mexico, are
completing their ratification procedures.

‘‘This is an historic occasion. The NAFTA
will benefit all the people of our hemisphere.
It manifests the confidence and optimism
with which the United States and our imme-
diate neighbors face the future. It epitomizes
our dedication to the development of a coop-
erative and prosperous post-Cold War world
based on open and dynamic economies, a
clean environment, protection of workers’
rights and expansion of democracy.

‘‘The NAFTA will capitalize on the tre-
mendous opportunities which reforms in
Mexico and elsewhere in the Americas have
given us to open the way to trade liberaliza-
tion throughout the hemisphere. As we link
our economies we not only will increase the
efficiency of production in each country but
also will create new, better quality jobs and
improve the entire hemisphere’s competi-
tiveness in the global marketplace. The
NAFTA will set the stage for freer trade and
sustainable, more equitable economic devel-
opment throughout Latin America and the
Caribbean for the benefit of our combined
populations of 700 million. It will also give
an enormous boost to our efforts to complete
the GATT Uruguay Round so we can con-
tinue to expand the global economy.

‘‘I am grateful for the hemisphere-wide
backing the NAFTA enjoys. Your expressions
of support, both individual and issued collec-
tively through the Organization of American
States, the Rio Group, the Caribbean Com-
munity and the Meeting of Central American
Presidents have helped me convey to the
people of the United States the commitment
of Latin American and Caribbean nations to
opening their markets so that freer trade may

benefit all. I am proud to have your support
in this historic endeavor and I look forward
to working with you to make freer trade
throughout this hemisphere a reality.’’

Nomination for a Member of the
Board of Directors of the Export-
Import Bank of the United States
November 18, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate Maria Luisa M. Haley to
be a member of the Board of Directors of
the Export-Import Bank of the United
States.

‘‘I have been very impressed with Maria
Haley’s work over the years, as an aide to
me here at the White House, and working
for our Industrial Development Commission
in Arkansas,’’ said the President. ‘‘I expect
that she will continue to do well on the Ex-
port-Import Bank Board.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for United States
District Court Judges
November 18, 1993

The President today nominated two U.S.
district court judges for Louisiana: Tucker
Melancon for the Western District, and
Helen ‘‘Ginger’’ Berrigan for the Eastern
District.

‘‘I have pledged to the American people
that I would appoint Federal judges commit-
ted to public service,’’ said the President. ‘‘In
Tucker Melancon and Ginger Berrigan, the
people of Louisiana will have just that.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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